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The colonization of Australia depended, therefore, mainly
upon individual enterprise and adventure. The most the
Government could be induced to do by men like Sir Joseph
Banks, who had accompanied Captain Cook on his voyages,
was to use the newly-discovered country as a penal colony for
convicts. Botany Bay was selected as the most favourable
place for such a settlement, but when Captain Arthur Phillip
arrived there with the first convict ship, he found its barren soil
unsuited for agricultural purposes, and wisely moved further
north, and selected the magnificent site upon which the great
city of Sydney now stands.

Although the convict labourers, in spite of their turbulence,
were useful in building roads and felling trees, the real founders
of the commonwealth were the British agriculturists, who, as
time went on, arrived in steadily increasing numbers, and, with
the same indomitable energy and hardihood that had charac-
terized the pioneers of New England, established prosperous
farms and homesteads upon Australian soil.

Their opportunities were increased a hundredfold by the
successful adventure of a clever man named John McArthur,
who had formerly held a commission in the New South Wales
Corps. The idea came to him that the Australian downs as
well as its climate were admirably adapted for sheep-rearing, and
he had a strong desire to introduce some of the Spanish merinos,
which produced the finest qualities of wool. How could he
obtain them ? Money would not buy them, for not a single
sheep of this breed could be exported from Spain under penalty
of death. Fortunately, McArthur learnt that a few specimens
had been presented as a Royal gift to George III., and he was
inspired to write to the King, pointing out to him the enormous
effect upon the future of Australia if such sheep could be suc-
cessfully bred, and appealing for the loan of his animals. This
request was granted, and John McArthur had the happiness of
successfully rearing a great flock of merino sheep, which throve
amazingly on the pasture-lands of New South Wales.

The success of his experiment induced large numbers of